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the first diplomatic negotiations 393 

[translation] 

THE FIRST DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
REVOLUTIONARY JUNTA OF BUENOS AIRES 

There has been a belief generally admitted up to the present that 
the first diplomatic negotiations celebrated by the revolutionary junta 
of Buenos Aires, soon after its creation, were those with the government 
of his Britannic Majesty. As foundation for this assertion, it was 
alleged that within four days after the outbreak of the revolution, that 
is, on May 29, 1810, credentials were given by the junta to Don Matias 
Irigoyen, for presentation to the London government in order to 
negotiate therewith for the recognition of the junta created in the 
capital of the Plata. 

And in fact, if this circumstance alone be considered, it will not be 
surprising to affirm that Great Britain was the first to enter into rela- 
tions with the revolutionists of Buenos Aires. However, if we examine 
this question, even very lightly, we shall prove that the priority does 
not belong to the English government, but to .the Portuguese govern- 
ment established at Rio de Janeiro. The latter government accredited 
Don Carlos Jose Guezzi to the revolutionary junta with the character 
of secret envoy, and he presented himself to the junta on July 17, 1810, 
while the Argentine envoy, Irigoyen, reached England on August 5 
of the same year, and presented himself at the Foreign Office on the 
day following. 

If the above were not definitive, other circumstances could demon- 
strate the fact, for even if this diplomatic mission be left out of account, 
the priority would always belong to the Portuguese government, since 
that from the time of the creation of the junta, relations were maintained 
between Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires, from government to 
government. 

In this brief study, we propose to discuss the diplomatic negotiations 
carried on in Buenos Aires by the Portuguese envoy, Carlos Jose Guezzi, 
together with the results and consequences produced. This secret 
mission took place in .the interim between July 17, 1810, the date of 
Guezzi's arrival at Buenos Aires, and December 20 of the same year, 
when the abovesaid emissaiy left Buenos Aires. 

For the exposition, development, and results produced, we have as 
a source and use especially a collection of documents unpublished in 
their entirety consisting of three parts; 1. Correspondence of Guezzi 
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with the revolutionary junta of Buenos Aires; 2. Correspondence of 
Guezzi with the Count of Linhares; 3. Relations of all events during 
my stay in Buenos Aires, from July 17 to December 20, 1810. The 
first consists of five documents, the second of seven, and the third is 
veiy extensive. 

I. 

Upon the outbreak of the revolution of Buenos Aires, and as soon 
as news of the creation of a government junta in the neighboring 
capital of the Plata reached the Portuguese government at Rio de 
Janeiro, and after the first moment of surprise produced by this unex- 
pected occurrence, the Count of Linhares, then prime minister of the 
prince regent of Brazil, began to revolve in his restless imagination the 
idea of entering into immediate relations with the incipient revolu- 
tionary government, although under a certain character of secrecy, 
for the simple reason that the abovesaid government for the time being 
offered no conditions of stability — this aside from the fact the Portu- 
guese government, since it was allied with that of Spain, could not, 
without committing a breach of that alliance, enter either into nego- 
tiations or even into diplomatic relations. 

However, he was urged thereto by motives of a diverse nature, 
which we shall demonstrate briefly. In the first place, the keen Portu- 
guese minister was not ignorant of the consequences that might happen 
to Brazil from the outbreak in the neighboring states of a revolutionary 
convulsion which had a marked character of rebellion and unmistakable 
tendencies for independence from their mother country; and that, as 
is natural, the leaders of this movement would try to have it spread 
to all the South American territories that were in the same situation 
as the Rfo de la Plata, that is, in the condition of a colony dependent 
on a mother country. That was the situation of Brazil, although 
circumstances there were different, because the Portuguese court was 
then residing although only temporarily in this its chief colony. But 
this was no obstacle to the fact that the abovesaid danger might become 
a threatening one. 

On the other hand, the Portuguese government had several projects 
in regard to the annexation of certain territories belonging to the 
revolted viceroyalty — projects not known in Buenos Aires — and which 
consequently, might.be the cause of incurring the hostility of the new 
government and so preventing their realization. This explains per- 
fectly why the Count of Linhares should try to establish these diplo- 
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matic relations, for aware that Brazil was the only state which could 
aid the nascent republic of the Plata in a positive and effective way, 
he tried to extend the sympathies of his government in this manner, 
so that he might demand with a certain right when the time was ripe, 
those compensations which he was very ardently asking, and which 
this was the only means of getting. 

It is also well known that the Infanta Dona Carlota Joaquina de 
Borb6n, the wife of the prince regent of Brazil, had been malting certain 
efforts since 1808 to establish herself at the head of a regency of the 
viceroyalty of Buenos Aires — efforts which had been paralyzed for 
some time, but of which the Count of Linhares now desired the Portu- 
guese government to take advantage, for certain ends which assuredly 
were not the same which urged on the daughter of Carlos IV. to seize 
them. 

The above, among many other reasons, might be alleged in order to 
determine quite clearly the motives that induced the above mentioned 
Portuguese minister to send Don Carlos Jose" Guezzi to the junta of 
Buenos Aires as a secret emissary of the government of Rio de Janeiro. 

The Count of Linhares, then, having resolved to accredit an envoy 
to Buenos Aires, he chose the said Guezzi as the one to undertake this 
mission, and to avoid suspicion. The latter was an Italian adventurer 
who had been expelled from Buenos Aires at the time of the English 
attacks in 1806, and who having sought asylum in Rio de Janeiro 
allied himself with other refugees like himself. Among these were Don 
Saturnino Rodriguez Pefia, Felipe Contucci, M. de Parosin, and the 
Perichon brothers, all men whose ideas were very well known, and 
who, in one way or another, caused their personalities to stand out 
because of the events of Buenos Aires, and some even before the said 
events. For, in the first place they had devoted themselves to aiding 
Rodriguez Pefia when the latter had entered into relations with the 
infanta Dofia Carlota Joaquina in order to crown her in Buenos Aires, 
and had afterward been mixed up in political intrigues of all 
kinds and conditions that might furnish them means of subsistence. 

The fact that he was of a wideawake and keen intellect and of accent- 
uated social talent, that he had a good understanding of the affairs 
of South America, and that he possessed the correct status of culture, 
as is shown by his writings, caused the Count of Linhares to select 
Guezzi as a person suitable to undertake the mission that he had in 
mind at the revolutionary junta of Buenos Aires, and since, in addition 
to the qualities above mentioned, he had the good fortune to know 
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personally some of the men who exercised visible influence in the 
neighboring capital. 

The instructions given to Guezzi by the Count of Linhares, were not, 
nor could they be, concrete and definite, since what the Portuguese 
government desired to know in some detail was the purpose that the 
junta of Buenos Aires had in mind, in order that it might act in conse- 
quence thereof. 

He was clearly aware that in order to accomplish this, a reason or 
cause was needed which would justify in some way the presence in 
Buenos Aires of a Portuguese envoy. In this way the instructions 
given to Guezzi by the Count of Linhares which can easily be deduced 
from the writings of both men, can be explained. 

Consequently, the first point which Guezzi had to treat with the 
junta had reference to putting to flight the fears which the Argentinian 
leaders must have had with respect to the policy and methods of the 
Portuguese government in recent times, and with everything connected 
with the viceroyalty. For this purpose, he was charged to state to 
the junta that the Portuguese government had acted justly in refusing 
to allow the Marquis of Casa Irujo, the ambassador for Spain at Rio 
de Janeiro, to arrest the Argentinian refugees there, and that the latter 
sympathized and were working in common accord with their compa- 
triots of Buenos Aires to bring about the movement which had been 
brought to a head on May 25, 1910. The Count of Linhares thought 
that this would have an excellent effect on the members of the revo- 
lutionary junta. 

In the second place, Guezzi was to get the sympathy of the junta by 
making a formal declaration before it to the effect that his Royal 
Highness, the prince regent of Portugal and Brazil had no wish to 
mix in nor take part in matters that might be the cause of displeasure 
to the Spanish inhabitants of the viceroyalty of the Plata. He hoped 
that, as a just compensation for this benevolence, which was freely 
offered, the Argentinian patriots in their turn would keep the consid- 
eration and respect which they owed to the august person of the regent 
and of his spouse, the infanta Dona Carlota Joaquina, who, as they 
could not lose sight of, possessed authentic rights to the succession of 
the Spanish monarchy. They should not forget, moreover, that the 
said infanta had no wish to make use of those rights except for the 
advantage and wellbeing of the Hispanic American peoples. As a 
complement to all this, he was to make clear that the sentiments of the 
prince were entirely pacific and favorable with respect to the late 
happenings in the viceroyalty. 
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These manifestations which Guezzi was to make to the junta, 
involved another indication of greater importance, namely, the 
acknowledgment on the part of the junta of the rights of Dona 
Carlota, to which we have alluded. This was a motive for serious 
dissension. 

For the rest, according to the documents which we are about to 
examine, Guezzi was invested with powers sufficiently ample to discuss 
other matters which could not be precisely stated from Rio de 
Janeiro. 

The reasons above set forth had no other purpose than that of 
justifying the presence of the Portuguese envoy in Buenos Aires. That 
envoy had as his chief mission that of investigating the various plans 
and projects which the junta was trying to realize, since these could 
not be known or even suspected from Rio de Janeiro. 

II. 

During the first part of July, 1810, Carlos Jose Guezzi left Rio de 
Janeiro for the capital of the Plata, which he reached on the 17th of 
the same month. On that day, the 17th, he tried to be received by 
the junta, but did not succeed because that body was so busy with 
other things. However, he was promised that he would be received 
the next day. 

On the same day, and in his private capacity, he visited Don Manuel 
Belgrano and Castelli, who were members of the junta, and who were, 
especially the first, men of great influence on it. In consequence of 
this, they would be able to tell him what opinion had been formed 
relative to the Portuguese government, and whether he would be well 
received as the representative of that government. Therefore, in as 
much as he deemed this advisable, he showed them the instructions 
that had been given him by the Count of Linhares, to which we have 
already referred. At the same time he asked them whether the junta 
was prepared to recognize the rights of Dona Carlota to the Spanish 
crown, rights which had been recognized by the central junta of that 
country. 

f When such claims were learned by Belgrano and Castelli, they replied 
somewhat ambiguously that the junta had not the slightest reason for 
complaint against the Portuguese government and that so far as the 
rights of the infanta were concerned, they believed that the junta was 
considering, not only recognizing them, but also calling her in due time 
to rule the destinies of the viceroyalty, and that the other members 
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of the junta were of the same opinion. But the realization of this 
carried with it many difficulties that would have to be overcome, not 
only on the part of the native Argentinians since these already desired 
it, but of the Europeans who would be those to oppose most difficulties. 
For this reason, it would be best to await the assembly of the general 
congress, which would decide the question. 

At first sight it seems strange that the Argentinian revolutionists 
should make such a reply through the mouth of one of their directors, 
with respect to a matter which had not even been considered, but it must 
not be forgotten that Belgrano and Castelli were among those who 
less than two years before had tried to crown the infanta Dona Carlota 
in Buenos Aires — a project in which Belgrano had been intensely inter- 
ested. The plan fell through for lack of ventilation in the viceroyalty 
of Rio de la Plata, through the tenacious opposition of the English 
ambassador in Rio de Janeiro, Lord Strangford, and because of differ- 
ences that arose between the native Argentinians and Dona Carlota 
Joaquina. 

The interview held by Guezzi with the junta on July 18, proved of 
interest because of the widely separate things which were discussed. 
After the junta had expressed gratification over the sentiments expressed 
by the prince regent through the medium of his envoy relative- to a 
maintenance of the friendship and good relations necessary to the two 
governments, the members tried to justify before Guezzi the very 
urgent need of the city of" Buenos Aires in exiling the viceroy and 
establishing a government junta, which was done, in order to prevent, 
as they said, the success of the French machinations, which were 
endangering the security of the viceroyalty. This was completely 
false. After that the envoy was questioned as to the effect produced 
in Brazil by the late occurrences in Buenos Aires, and at the same time, 
as to whether he considered it advisable for the infanta to make use of 
her rights. 

Considering the importance of these questions and the no less conse- 
quence involved in the answers, Guezzi, shying off from making a 
categorical declaration, answered by saying that the Portuguese court 
had not formed any definitive judgment on the occurrences, in Buenos 
Aires, since they knew these very imperfectly and consequently did 
not know what were the intentions of the Argentinians in changing 
their government. So far as concerned the rights of Dona Carlota 
Joaquina, he believed that since she had been recognized formally by 
the central junta of Spain, it was to be hoped that all the South American 



THE FIRST DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS 399' 

peoples would be in accord with such decision. Don Cornelio Saavedra, 
president of the revolutionary junta, replied to this that "there could 
be no doubt of this, and that although all the nation was of a contrary- 
mind, the people of Buenos Aires and the junta which he had the 
honor to govern, would be the first to seize the sword for the preser- 
vation of her rights". 

When he gave this reply, it can be assumed that Saavedra departed 
entirely from the truth and knowingly so, for such recognition of rights 
had never been the purpose of the revolutionists. In fact, it was 
intended that the Portuguese government should consider this reply 
as a flattering promise, but it did not have that meaning from the 
moment of utterance and was meant to cause the same effect which 
the Argentinians were trying to obtain, always presenting as a justifi- 
cation of their actions the name of Ferdinand VII.; and from this 
point of view, such a declaration involved no promise. 

One may say, then, that the junta received the emissary of the 
government with a good grace, although very soon their cordiality, 
which was only assunied, was to grow lukewarm, since the claims of 
each of the two parties were opposed and of distinct ends. We already 
know the ends of the Portuguese envoy, and the ends of the government 
of Buenos Aires were directed to ascertaining the purposes and projects 
of the court of Rio de Janeiro which they considered from the first 
moment as a nearby future enemy, since they would necessarily be 
opposed to the policies of both governmants. 

As it was considered advisable for the present, at least officially, to 
show the gratification of the junta at the declarations made by Guezzi, 
a despatch was drawn up for transmission to the count of Linhares, in 
which gratitude was expressed to the Portuguese court, and false protes- 
tations were made of love and fidelity to Spain. 1 

The Portuguese envoy was not a man to be carried away by vain 
words and empty promises, although they proceeded from such author- 
itative lips as those of the president of the government junta. For that 
reason, he decided to give a certain official character to his negotiations, 
namely, by presenting documents with petitions which he formulated, 
and by requesting answers in the same form. 

For that reason, on July 20, he delivered an official paper to the 
junta, in which he stated that the Portuguese government would strive 
to preserve good relations with the government of Buenos Aires, so 

1 Despatch from the junta to Don Carlos Jose Guezzi. Buenos Aires, July 
20, 1810. 
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long as the latter should not make any attempt against the integrity 
of the Spanish monarchy under the rule of Ferdinand VII. At the 
same time he expressed the advisability of the South American peoples 
aiding and helping the mother country to the best of their ability. 

In spite of the measured language of Guezzi's statement, that pre- 
tension had a very bad effect on the junta, which adopted the easy 
position of not considering such declarations of Guezzi, which they 
accordingly failed to answer. They only had the effect of gaining 
the animosity of the junta as well as that of the enemies of the latter, 
who censured it with satirical jests, as he himself has set forth in his 
relation. 2 

III. 

In the viceroyalty of Rio de la Plata, especially during the first 
period of the revolution, there were continual and serious political 
disagreements which delayed the purposed end of the revolutionists for 
a certain time. The most noteworthy of these differences were those 
existing between the capital and the provinces of the viceroyalty. In 
Argentina the same thing happened as in almost all colonial countries 
that try to obtain independence, and which happened in the United 
States during the first period of its independence, namely, internal 
quarrels between the two parties which arose at the outbreak of the 
rebellions. These parties were the centralized republicans and the 
federalists. 

Obviously, it is understood that distinct characters and peculiarities 
were produced in each one of the countries, but at the bottom they 
were all the same. Accordingly, it is to be observed that the struggle 
which arose between republicans and federalists in the United States, 
was reproduced so far as South America is concerned by the formation 
of large parties, which we might call moderates and separatists. The 
first desired only liberal reforms which might redeem them from the 
oppression from which they were suffering; the second tried to break 
every bond of union with the mother country. 

These parties later suffered a change, and at the very first outbreak 
of the revolution, two branches were lopped off the strong trunk of 

2 "This despatch had the ill fortune to disappoint the two extreme parties. 
Because I expressed myself with some courtesy in praise of the individual mem- 
bers of the junta, the opponents of that body treated me with too great super- 
ficiality as Manolo or revolutionist; and because I said that the junta ought to 
aid and maintain unity with the mother country, the Manolos with greater reason 
called me Saracen." 
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the separatists, which weakened it, namely, the republicans and the 
federalists. 

To particularize, it is noted that at the beginning of the first out- 
breaks in New Granada, the two parties last mentioned are already 
distinguished, with the singularity that the first take the name of 
unitarians and do not limit themselves to a purely political struggle, 
but engage in civil war, to the serious harm of the common end that 
both parties desired. 

In the Chilean provinces, this political phenomenon presents different 
characteristics. There discord arose because the southern provinces 
which desired to take radical measures as the most effective course of 
action, were hostile to the superiority which the city of Santiago, the 
stronghold of the moderate element, claimed to exercise. That struggle 
even reached such a point that in 1812 the southern provinces separated 
from those of the north, and each formed its own government junta. 

Lastly, in the city of Buenos Aires, and throughout the viceroyalty, 
this situation was even more complicated, for there existed not only 
the two great parties of the radical and moderate republicans but the 
main discussions arose from the manifest opposition existing between 
the capital and the provinces from the moment when the first tried to 
constitute a perfectly contralized government which we might style 
unitarian republican; while the provinces, on the contrary, in their 
hatred of the supremacy of the capital eagerly desired the establishment 
of a federal regime. 

We find the cause of this fact perfectly explained in the differences 
existing between the population of the capital and that of the provinces. 
In the first the commercial and industrial bourgeois element predomi- 
nated, and up to a certain degree, the cultured class. In a word, 
the capital represented the Creole spirit. On the other hand, the native 
element composed of farmers and shepherds predominated in the 
provinces. These were reduced to a low degree of civilization, a type 
drawn with bold lines in the gaucho. Buenos Aires was the victor in 
this tenacious and partisan struggle, because it represented a higher 
type of civilization than the provinces. 

The situation of Buenos Aires carried no certain path of consolida- 
tion, and new obstacles arose daily to oppose it. Outside the city, not 
only was the city divided into tendencies and bands, but was also 
steeped in anarchy which was very difficult to restrain, in spite of the 
junta directing its work to that end. Inside the capital, opinions 
were not in any harmony either, for distinct parties had formed, and 
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there was heard continual talk of Europeans as individuals opposed to 
the Creoles, and among these last there were those of the most diverse 
tendencies. Some were partisans of pacific and conciliating means of 
procedure. Others on the contrary, preferred and considered violence 
as the best means to employ. In the very midst of the government 
junta, there was a great disparity of standards that could with difficulty 
be harmonized, since the general interest was placed after the particular, 
and all desired to be at the head of the government. 

Although he was quite outside these intrigues, the Portuguese emis- 
sary kept himself thoroughly informed of the situation; and since, 
according to all the possibilities, it was to be expected that instead of 
affairs becoming stable, they would shortly reach a status of revolu- 
tionary anarchy — a condition which the Portuguese government was 
not disposed to tolerate — he resolved to take preventive measures. In 
fact, on August 1, 1810, he sent an official communication to the govern- 
ment junta. In this, he stated that although the prince regent had 
manifested certain sentiments of benevolence toward the inhabitants 
and authorities of Rio de la Plata, he had done so only for the purpose of 

providing for the security of the viceroy alty as the primary object and aiding 
the general cause more efficiently, which is the chief cause for the mother country 
and its allies. But the division of opinion in the provinces and even in the 
capital itself makes him fear lest both objects are equally impossible of attain- 
ment, and if unfortunately in consequence of the clamorous measures which are 
being adopted in order to unite the consent of all, a civil war breaks out, it is 
very doubtful whether your designs to form a provisional government capable 
of meeting the obligations which the mother country and its allies have a right 
to demand from all the members of the Spanish monarchy will succeed. 

In continuation, Guezzi analyzed the situation of the viceroyalty 
under four heads, and then the resulting proposals of the Portuguese 
government, as follows: 1. That the division of opinion in the capital 
and in the provinces was seriously disturbing the Brazilian court. 
2. That since the provisional government that had been established 
could offer no guaranty either in regard to its domestic or foreign rela- 
tions, by virtue of its own organization, he was unable to restrain the 
alarm of the above mentioned court. 3. That the latter had already 
stated on the 3d and 24th of April that it had all its forces ready to 
kill or restrain any revolutionary movement that might show itself in 
Rio de la Plata. 4. That in order that twisted interpretations which 
might be published concerning events at Buenos Aires, might be 
avoided, it would be a good idea to send a deputy to Brazil in order 
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to solicit from that government its good offices for the convocation of 
the general congress, and for the establishment of a fixed and invariable 
order of the administration, and no doubt the court would be the 
guarantee of the new provisional system of government. 3 

At the same time, he stated that it would be a good thing for the 
deputy for whom he asked to be invested with the powers necessary 
for the establishment of a commercial arrangement with Brazil. 

In the letter which was written to the count of Linhares by Carlos 
Jose' Guezzi telling of the above action, the latter was more explicit 
in his statements, and as one who was fully conversant and fully aware 
of the situation in the provinces of La Plata, he pointed out some ideas 
that might serve as a solution in relieving the present lack of harmony. 
Among these, the following deserve mention: Guezzi said that the 
revolutionary danger would disappear as soon as the executive power, 
formerly in the hands of the viceroys, and later usurped by the junta 
which was constituted on May 25, would be delivered, as was soon to 
be done, into the hands of the deputies of each one of the provinces. 
For the latter would surely choose as deputies persons of known probity 
and of ability sufficient to work with rectitude and justice. This 
moment would be the proper time for the mother country to intervene 
by encouraging the initiation of new laws, by satisfying aspirations and 
desires, and in short, by attracting the provinces along the right road 
by persuasion and opportune concessions, for these not wishing to 
endure longer the rapine and poor government of the Spanish author- 
ities, had withdrawn in a moment of dignity from the yoke which 
they had been patiently enduring for many years, but upon doing this 
they had tried to become free and independent when they had neither 
wings nor strength for it. 

Guezzi also told the count of Linhares of the necessity of making a 
military demonstration on the frontiers of the viceroyalty for the 
purpose of intimidating as much as possible the revolutionists who, 
fearful of punishment, would not commit excesses and depredations. 4 

According to the testimony of Guezzi, the official communication 
which he sent to the junta under date of August 1, and of which we 

3 Despatch of Carlos Jose 1 Guezzi to the president and members of the provis- 
ional government junta of the provinces of Rio de la Plata. August 1. 

Relation of what happened to me during my sojourn in Buenos Aires, from 
July 17 to December 20, 1810. 

1 Letter from Carlos Jose 1 Guezzi to the count of Linhares. Buenos Aires, 
August 5, 1810. 
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have already spoken, caused an excellent impression, for the individuals 
who composed the junta understood that according as the intervention 
of the court of Brazil was favorable or unfavorable, it would be decisive 
for the future of the Rfo de la Plata. However, at the same time 
that the Argentinians took notice of this important fact, on the other 
hand they feared the interference of a power so powerful to them as 
was that of the Portuguese government. For, although they counted 
on English support, that said support was purely moral. During the 
whole month of August and a part of that of September, the junta 
negotiated with the envoy, Guezzi, in regard to the advisability and 
advantages, and at the same time, of the disadvantages that might 
result from Portuguese intermediation. 

Since the junta had to decide matters of greater import than that 
mentioned above, it avoided giving a definitive reply in regard to the 
matter, hoping that the course of events and circumstances would 
determine whether or not it was best to accept that mediation. 

It has already been stated that the revolutionary junta had a decided 
interest in justifying before the Portuguese government the causes 
that had produced the events of May 25. Then as a matter of fact, it 
followed the same procedure for all the acts of violence which took 
place during the first period of the revolution, in order not to draw 
down upon itself the animosity of the Portuguese government, the 
single considerable enemy and the most fearful of all that it counted on. 
This manner of acting was quite plainly seen, when Belgrano, in regard 
to the shooting of Liniers, Concha, Allende, and others, asked Guezzi 
(and the latter qualified such a question as imprudent) what impression 
had been created in Rio de Janeiro by that event. To this Guezzi 
replied that the impression must surely have been a very bad one since 
the actions of those who had been shot could never justify such an act. 
Belgrano's argument that he would be convinced of the justice of the 
act when he should learn of the correspondence of these rebels with 
Joseph Bonaparte had no weight with him. This assuredly could 
never be proven. 

Knowledge of a despatch of the count of Linhares announcing the 
concentration of Portuguese troops on the frontier of the viceroyalty 
caused considerable disturbance to the junta. Since the reasons for 
such a determination were unknown, Belgrano interrogated Guezzi in 
regard to them, inasmuch as this act was incontradiction to the expres- 
sions of friendship which had been shortly before communicated by the 
Portuguese government. Guezzi replied that he was unaware of the 
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reasons which had impelled the Portuguese minister to make such a 
decision, but undoubtedly he must have taken it because of the unsafe 
condition of the viceroyalty, and he insisted for this reason on the 
necessity for the junta to maintain an agent in Rio de Janeiro, and the 
resulting advantage therefrom for in this way they would have accurate 
information in regard to events. 

Since the situation in very truth was not very flattering in the vice- 
royalty, says Guezzi, as a widespread opinion existed that Brazil, by 
means of its mediation, should obtain the reconciliation of the provinces 
of the Rio de la Plata; and that in this way of thinking not only did 
the people share, who would be the first to suffer the consequences of 
the revolution, but also persons of importance lent their consent to 
such an idea. Still later the dean of the catheral of Cordoba del 
Tucuman, Dr. Gregorio Funes, communicated to Guezzi the idea that 
as soon as the provinces should come to an agreement, and the General 
Congress should assemble, it would be an absolute necessity for that 
body to be protected by a Portuguese force, "for if not", he says, 
"never would it enjoy sufficient liberty to declare its opinion". 

And in truth this might have been the quickest and most satisfactory 
solution, for according to Guezzi, the only way of depriving the junta 
of the power which it was exercising in so tyrannical a manner, was the 
assembly of the general congress or war; and he communicated to the 
count of Linhares the necessity for taking one way or the other. 5 

From all the above, it appears that Guezzi expressed the opinion 
that the Portuguese government should intervene directly in the 
affairs of the Rio de la Plata, for its inaction would be interpreted by 
the junta as fear or weakness — a thing that was not advisable for the 
Portuguese ends. Therefore, he asked that naval forces be sent to 
Buenos Aires immediately, and he says to the count of Linhares "If 
your excellency regards what is taking place in these provinces as a 
mere trifle, you are much mistaken. There are 200,000 madmen with- 
out principles, to whom only arms are lacking to defy the whole power 
of Spain and Brazil. Allow me to organize, unite, and extend, and we 
shall see the consequences." In such a clearsighted manner did Carlos 
Jos6 Guezzi recognize the force which the Argentinian revolution would 
have, unless an immediate end were put to its excesses. Time showed 
that he was entirely right. 

6 Despatch of Carlos Jose' Guezzi to the count of Linhares. Buenos Aires, 
September 16, 1810. 
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The dean, Dr. Gregorio Funes, was very well considered by the 
junta of Buenos Aires, and according to the references of Guezzi, he 
was always trying to obtain his opinion on events, and almost always 
the solutions which he proposed were respected. From him, Guezzi 
found that having spoken to Belgrano, the latter was opposed to Portu- 
guese mediation. Then the dean asked the Portuguese envoy whether 
it would not be a better solution for them to admit the English rather 
than to have Portuguese mediation. Comprehending the object of 
the question, Guezzi answered angrily "England might be a mediator 
if they wished. Nevertheless, the court of Brazil would mediate 
whether they wished or not, for more than friend and ally, Brazil has the 
title of neighbor, and has an interest in the affairs of the country. It 
should not be imagined that the rights of the princess would be for- 
gotten by being postponed and would be executed by just demand, 
and it ought to be understood that the refusal of friendly and paternal 
offices in so serious a matter was a manifest provocative and legalized 
the display of force." It was a pity that the energetic spirit and char- 
acter of this envoy were not seconded in Rio de Janeiro by the count 
of Linhares. 

Guezzi having been notified by the junta of Buenos Aires that it 
would be advisable for him to express in writing these propositions 
that might be agreeable to the court of Rio de Janerio, he did so. Those 
propositions were as follows; 1. The recognition of the eventual rights 
of her highness the princess of Brazil. When Guezzi made this point, 
he accompanied it by the necessary arguments to prove the foundation 
of such rights, and the use that the infanta expected to make of them. 
2. Acceptance on the part of the junta of the mediation of the Portu- 
guese government, which would only demand as the base thereof the 
recognition of the supreme government established in Spain and the 
promise to aid in the defense of the mother country. 6 The two above 
propositions were discussed at length by the secretary of the junta, 
Don Mariano Moreno, and by Guezzi. The former opposed many 
difficulties to both points, but they came to an agreement that they 
would be submitted to the consideration and deliberation of the junta 
and that it would give a definitive answer. 

In fact, a few days after the presentation of the propositions, Guezzi 
went to get the reply that had been promised him. Rather than to 
summarize it, in order that it might be known, we prefer to reproduce, 

6 Despatch from Guezzi to Mariano Moreno. Buenos Aires, November 17, 
1810.' 
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translated literally from the original, the dialogue which Dr. Moreno 
had with Guezzi for this reason as well as for other reasons, and which 
Guez&i had the very happy idea of reproducing in the account which 
he wrote of all events in Buenos Aires during his sojourn there. 

DIALOGUE 

Moreno. — -The junta does not consider it advisable to send a deputy 
to the court of Brazil. That court must be satisfied with the proof of 
confidence which has been given it to, by communicating to it the 
letters which the Marquis of Casa Irujo sent to Viceroy Cisneros. 

Guezzi. — I do not believe that this communication is sufficient. 
From July to this date such innovations have occurred that new 
explanations should necessarily be made. 

Moreno. — There have been no other innovations than those neces- 
sitated for the organization of the internal government under the plan 
that has been adopted. 

Guezzi. — But the plan which has been chosen and the method of 
organization may be such that they may be incompatible with the 
interests of Brazil. 

Moreno. — The junta is not concerned with the interests of Brazil, 
but with the interests of the viceroyalty of Rio de la Plata. 

Guezzi. — Sefior Moreno can not hide from himself that the court of 
Brazil has legitimate interests to thresh out with this country. But 
leaving them aside, I shall say in general that unless the government 
of Buenos Aires wish to separate itself from the whole world, it must 
combine its interests with those of the neighboring powers. In this 
consideration, at least, it will be conceded to me to speak of the interests 
of Brazil. 

Moreno. — The commerce of Brazil was favored and the vassals of 
his royal highness protected and respected. 

Guezzi. — His royal highness will not fail to render thanks for these 
attentions, but they are of a secondary class. The chief interest of 
Brazil is that peace and union be preserved in the viceroyalty; that 
one province should not try to enslave another; and that for the present 
all concur as much as possible in the defense of the general cause. 

Moreno. — This is exactly what is before the government. The 
blame lies at the door of the insurgents if it has not been able to obtain 
this up to the present. 

Guezzi. — If the junta had adopted or should adopt the expedient of 
mediation which I propose, there will be no resistance nor opposition, 
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3ior would it be necessary to use the violent means which have been 
■employed. We have still time to remedy many evils if the junta desire 
to agree to this proposition. 

Moreno. — And under what terms would the court of Brazil accept 
the office of mediator? 

Guezzi. — I do not know, but I believe that it would make use of no 
expedient unless it were just and reasonable. 

Moreno. — And who can assure us that the court of Brazil from being 
mediator may not desire to become mistress of these provinces? 

Guezzi. — This suspicion has no foundation. What is printed in the 
just claim 7 and the present alliance with the Peninsula exclude all 
idea of conquest. 

Moreno. — But the court of Brazil desires to employ force, and by 
this method mediation is not admissible. 

Guezzi. — A force is surely indispensable. By means of it, equal 
protection can be guaranteed both Spaniards and natives by restrain- 
ing those who incite division. Without the presence of a force sus- 
picions would be perpetuated. A force would soon take violent 
measures in order to prevent more fearful acts of violence. 

Moreno. — Consequently, in your Grace's opinion, a Portuguese army 
should come to consolidate peace in the provinces of the Rio de la Plata? 

Guezzi. — I say no such thing. The army would not pass its frontiers 
unless agitators should break the pacts which had been sanctioned 
under the guarantee of Brazil. 

The consequences of the preceding interesting dialogue could not 
be more unexpected. Dr. Moreno believing that the Portuguese 
government had resolved, as he had just heard from the lips of its 
envoy, to intervene directly in the politics of Buenos Aires, and that 
this intervention was to be supported by a numerous army, reported 
the conversation that he had just had with Guezzi to the junta. No 
less promptly, the junta adopted the following resolution, which was 
transmitted to Guezzi: 

The very excellent provisional government junta of the provinces of Rio de 
la Plata, has resolved unalterably that by the first vessel sailing for Rio de 
Janeiro, you shall return to that place. For this purpose, the captain of the 
port is ordered on this same date, to carry out this provision. You are advised 
thereof for your information. May God preserve you many years. Buenos 
Aires, November 20, 1810. 

CoRNELIO SAAVEDHA. 

[Addressed:] Don Carlos Jos<§ Guezzi. 

7 Reference is made to the manifesto published by Infanta Dofia Carlota and 
Infante Don Pedro Carlos, on August 18, 1808. 
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Although he does not express it, the surprise of the Portuguese 
envoy on receiving so threatening an order to leave, must have been 
great. It had all the character of expulsion and was so much the more 
unexpected because he had agreed with Dr. Moreno to formulate in 
writing the proposition which we have already seen — a proposition 
which would receive an answer from the junta in like manner. 

Since Guezzi was united in bonds of friendship with Dr. Funes, he 
called on him in order to tell him of the despatch which he had just 
received, informing him at the same time of the conversation with Dr. 
Moreno which had preceded it. He went to Dr. Funes also so that the 
latter might tell him if he could the reason for his expulsion. In 
fact, Guezzi came from his inteiview with Dr. Funes under no delusions, 
for the latter told the reasons for the action adopted by the junta. 
Not only that, but he informed him thoroughly of the plans of the 
revolutionary junta. 

The reason for his expulsion, according to Dr. Funes, was that the 
junta considered as a heinous crime any proposition which might be 
made it relative to mediation or regulation, and especially if these were 
supported, as was the Portuguese proposition, by an army. Whence 
it is clearly deduced that the object of the junta was from the very 
first to entertain the Portuguese envoy with delays and empty words 
in order to allow time for the viceroyalty to become consolidated by 
the acquisition of an armed force, and as a result thereof to render 
Portuguese intervention of no avail through delay. 

In regard to the proposition of the Argentine leaders, Dr. Funes 
informed Guezzi that what was desired at all cost was that the vice- 
royalty of the Plata should be governed by a self democratic and inde- 
pendent system. Since this could not be obtained nor could other 
aid than that of Great Britain be hoped for, they were about to sepa- 
rate entirely from the mother country and from Portugal, the vice- 
royalty trying by itself to obtain its purposes. 

Guezzi understanding that his presence could not be agreeable to 
the junta, decided to leave, but not before getting as much information 
as possible from the junta, in respect to discovering so far as possible 
its projects which, after what had been told him by Dr. Funes, were 
of still more interest to the Portuguese government than they had 
been before. 

Consequently, and under the excuse of having to recover certain 
papers, which were in the possession of the junta he delayed his depar- 
ture. Meanwhile., he sought a propitious occasion to talk with Dr. 
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Moreno. He succeeded in holding three conversations with him, the 
last dialogue summarizing all the others. This took place on request 
of Moreno and in his own house, on December 13, at half after ten at 
night, at a time when the member of the junta, Larrea, was present, 
who also took part in the conversation. The dialogue, literally trans- 
lated, follows: 

Moreno. — Through private information, it has come to me that the 
court of Brazil is massing forces on the frontier. 

Guezzi. — I do not know what is taking place on the frontiers of 
Brazil, but I must assume, in fact, that the court is taking certain 
precautions because of the disturbed conditions of these provinces. 

Moreno. — Those producing these disturbances are the insurgents and 
rebels, who have been deceived by the marines. The towns of Monte- 
video and Paraguay would already be united to the capital if those 
people were expelled. 

Guezzi. — The court of Brazil is taking no part in these investigations. 
It sees a fire and wishes to quench it without asking who has set it. 

Moreno. — If the court of Brazil adopts the gage of war, it will repent 
it, for it will excite in its own country the fire that it is trying to put 
out in another. 

Guezzi.- — The court of Brazil is not provoking war. This it has 
proven by the complaisance, perhaps excessive, which it has had 
toward this capital. But Seflor Moreno must be as certain as I am 
that the form of government adopted by the junta and the principles 
inculcated among the peoples of the viceroyalty oblige the court of 
Brazil to suffocate in its beginning a fire, which as Senor Moreno says, 
may extend to Brazil. 

Moreno. — The capital is occupied only with its internal government, 
which has nothing to do with Brazil. 

Guezzi.- — The court of Brazil must consider the condition of these 
provinces, as a neighbor, as an ally of Spain, and as one interested in 
what happens in these domains, in the cases determined by the consti- 
tution. It is consequently madness to think that it must leave out of 
consideration these questions of state and that it ought to be indif- 
ferent to what is taking place in these provinces. 

Moreno. — The junta has given proof of the spirit of peace and confi- 
dence which it has in the court of Brazil, by ordering the withdrawal 
of the frontier garrisons. 

Guezzi. — Yes, that will be so, but it is probable that an interpre- 
tation will be given in Brazil relative to this retirement that will be 
not at all favorable. 
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Moreno. — And what forces has Brazil on the frontier? 

Guezzi. — That I do not know. But I believe that, being warned by 
a despatch, it was the intention of Viceroy Cisneros to arm twelve 
thousand men. Brazil for precaution's sake will assemble an equal 
number. 

Moreno. — Do you believe that the Brazilian forces will join with the 
Spaniards of the Banda Oriental? 

Guezzi. — I know nothing. But if these provinces which are faithful 
to the nation which the court of Brazil recognizes implore its protec- 
tion, I have no doubt that it will protect them. 

Moreno. — But we ourselves have sworn fealty to Ferdinand VII. and 
his legitimate successors. 

Guezzi. — If such an oath comprehends the fidelity and obedience due 
to the said sovereign, it must be then that misunderstandings have 
arisen from lack of getting together. Consequently, I renew the 
petition made so many times, namely, that a person be sent to Rio de 
Janeiro in order to make and request the necessary explanations since 
the Spaniards can not come to any understanding among themselves. 

Moreno. — The junta would also like to send a deputy, but it does not 
know a capable man to entrust with so delicate a mission. 

Guezzi. — -There are more than enough persons of talent in this city, 
and I could name many who enjoy the complete confidence of the 
junta. 

Larrea. — Since your Grace is going, we shall not need to send a 
deputy. Your Grace can give the Portuguese minister a true idea of 
the intentions and actions of the junta. 

Guezzi. — I believe that Senor Larrea is jesting with me. We are 
discussing the sending of a person who may carry a message from the 
junta, and who may tell what the junta thinks and wishes. I could 
never be a faithful or accredited interpreter, for I would never say 
anything except what I myself think of the junta. 

Larrea. — We ought not to send a deputy to be slighted. The Portu- 
guese minister never cared to write to this junta, which indicates that 
he does not care to come to an understanding with it. 

Guezzi. — The British cabinet did not slight the deputy who was 
sent to it, in spite of the fact that it never wrote to or answered the 
propositions of the junta. The etiquette of cabinets does not permit 
secretaries of state to have direct correspondence with equal govern- 
ments, and much less with subordinate governments. 

Larrea. — He could have answered through the Spanish minister. 
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Guezzi. — (I answered this with a burst of laughter.) 

Larrea. — Or at least he could have come to an understanding with 
the Spanish government. 

Guezzi. — I have no doubt that the Portuguese minister has come to 
an understanding with the Spanish government. But since when has 
the junta recognized that government? 

It is not necessary to state the importance and political significance 
of the dialogue which has just been transcribed. By a mere reading of 
it, and without making the least comment regarding it, both circum- 
stances can be appreciated. That dialogue represents the culmi- 
nating moment of Guezzi's secret mission to Buenos Aires, and explains 
his whole activity in said city. 

Both in this and in the preceding conversation, the diplomatic con- 
ditions of those taking part in it can be observed. It is well known 
that Dr. Mariano Moreno was possessed of distinguished quali- 
ties, and that he was endowed with the highest diplomatic gifts, 
doubtless being as was clearly demonstrated in the foregoing dialogues 
a formidable enemy in any negotiation, and his qualities showing forth 
especially in the last of them. Thus he is seen to unload on others 
faults that belonged only to the revolutionists. In order to persuade 
he employs simultaneously threats and a desire to temporize. With 
extreme nimbleness of thought, he endeavors to destroy the solid and 
well founded arguments of his interlocutor. He does not hesitate to 
employ sophisms and to falsify the truth consciously in order to try 
to persuade. He has the faculty of cleverly turning the conversation, 
when it is not convenient for him to reply to certain questions, while 
at the same time he very subtly tries to get at the plans of his oppo- 
nents by not conceding any importance to certain questions that in 
the last analysis are important. All this shows that Dr. Moreno was 
a diplomat of excellent caliber. 

But in the present occasion, Dr. Moreno, although he exhibited his 
diplomatic qualities, could gain but few important results from his 
conference with the Portuguese envoy. For although Moreno was 
intelligent and persuasive, Guezzi was no less sagacious and astute; 
and although the latter was of less intelligence he made up the difference 
between the two of them by the qualities above mentioned. It is not 
forgotten that Guezzi was an Italian and was endowed with remarkable 
keenness and ability to see and discuss political questions. Conse- 
quently, one can appreciate that, throughout the course of the dialogue 
he always answered with great cleverness to all the questions proposed 
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and asked by Moreno, taking refuge in ignorance when he thought 
that advisable, and giving importance and even exaggerating things 
when it was advisable for him to cause certain effects. Consequently, 
it is not to be wondered at that he attributes to the Portuguese govern- 
ment a great nobleness of view in its policy and in its plans, which in 
fact, was very far from being the truth. It should be observed also 
that when Moreno, with full understanding of the reason, shows that 
Brazil desires to mix in matters that do not belong to it, he answers by 
excusing the harm which may very easily be occasioned to the govern- 
ment which he represents, by which it is not surprising that that govern- 
ment should concentrate its forces on the frontier and take every 
manner of precaution, exerting himself to show that in reality Brazil 
is not animated by hostile feelings, but that the desire of peace and 
tranquility which must be procured in all neighboring colonies impel 
it to intervene. Finally, Guezzi sustains the controversy very cleverly 
by employing arguments and by giving answers which place him at 
the height of his interlocutor. 

The part taken in the dialogue by the member of the jiinta, Larrea, 
could not have been more unfortunate, for while he attempted to give 
credit to the reasoning of Moreno, he adduces such stupid reasons that 
they provoke Guezzi's laughter. 

As a summary to these considerations, it might be said that Dr. 
Moreno represents intelligence and high diplomacy, and that the 
Portuguese envoy is the prototype of political astuteness and sagacity. 

After the conversation above mentioned, Guezzi had another occasion 
to talk with Dr. Moreno, but what was said in the last conversations 
could not have been of great importance, for the Portuguese envoy 
did not consider them worthy of detailed mention, saying only that 
they occurred. 

Thereupon Guezzi went to bid farewell to Dean Funes, who told him 
that it would be advisable for him to delay his departure, for at 
any moment he was expecting the substitution of the present govern- 
ment by another government which would certainly pay better heed to 
his propositions. But after the lapse of some days without that hap- 
pening, and urged by his fear of a summons, Guezzi took ship on 
December 20, 1810, on the Belisario, to whose captain he gave a 
despatch which Dr. Moreno had written to Count de Linhares. Then 
he went immediately to the English ship Quern, which since it was 
to stay for some time in the roadstead of Buenos Aires, would allow 
him to wait there, for the purpose of seeing whether the change of 
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government which was expected would occur. But he stayed on 
board that ship until the end of the month of January, 1811, without 
anything happening. 

After the abovenamed date, all trace of that personage are lost, not 
only as concerns his political activity, but outside of that as concerns 
his social status, for all my investigations to learn anything of Guezzi 
after the above mentioned year 1811 have been in vain. 

IV. 

I consider it of interest to report certain very brief opinions formed 
by Guezzi concerning the Argentine revolution and of a few of the 
chief personages who were actors in it. The importance of these 
opinions arises from the fact that the Portuguese envoy knew quite 
thoroughly both the revolution and its men, since he lived through 
the first and treated with the second; and since he had the excellent 
idea of noting his estimates at the end of the relation to which we have 
several times made reference, we shall summarize them although 
very briefly. 

In speaking of the personality of the dean of the cathedral of C6rdoba 
del Tucuman, Dr. Funes, he considers him as a man devoted preferably 
to letters although very much interested in political questions; adorned 
with excellent personal qualities, simplicity, and modesty, which accord- 
ing to Guezzi, predisposed him to give him his ready affection; of 
insinuating manners and very tenacious in his purposes, he was a true 
patriot who directed all his valor to the services of his country, and 
who being a native of one of the provinces, was never partial to the 
supremacy which Buenos Aires desired to exercise over the rest of the 
viceroyalty of the Rio de la Plata. 

By his deserts Dr. Funes had become accredited and favored and 
exalted by those in power, especially by Viceroy Liniers and by the 
infanta Dona Carlota, who considering him to be a person of great 
influence, maintained an extensive correspondence with him. 

Without seeking popularity he endeavored to lead the opinion of the 
Argentinians, and convinced of the misgovernment which ruled from 
the formation of the junta on May 25, 1810, he was opposed to all the 
acts of violence committed by that body. His moderate and mild 
attitude caused a very bad effect on the radical spirits of the Argen- 
tinian leaders. In spite of these qualities, he was a fervent partisan 
of the independence of his country, and democratic ideas predomi- 
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nated in him as Guezzi testifies. He considered the intervention or 
mediation of England as better for his country than that of Portugal. 

Moreover, the commentaries which the provisional junta and the 
individual persons forming a part of it suggested to Guezzi are inter- 
esting. .Thus, for instance, he considered Dr. D. Mariano Moreno as 
"the Robespierre of the day;" and he considered all who surrounded 
him as persons without any personal value, but who joined and united 
together are "fit and ardent instruments of tyranny", and who as the 
finality of their activities proposed to found a republic on the base of 
terrorism. 

He bitterly censures the Creoles, especially the rustic provincials 
whom he calls "a vile breed of the fields," and for the chief men he 
has the following expressions: "In Cordoba, a crowd of natives came 
before the government, requesting permission to kill saracens." 8 
However, he distinguishes between cultured natives, who do not sympa- 
thize with the violent means employed by the junta and the partisans 
of Saavedra, the president of the junta, "for" as he says, "they are the 
military class and form a sort of sansculottes, for they are all really 
poor and starving; the partisans of Moreno are like Montaigne 
among the Jacobins. " 

In the above is set forth the opinion which Guezzi formed concerning 
the revolution and the revolutionists of Rio de la Plata. Beyond all 
doubt, his sentences involve a very pronounced bias; but for all that 
they do not cease to be notes taken from real life; and it is not to be 
doubted that the Argentine revolution had moments and persons which 
deserve only praise from posterity, but it is no less certain that as in 
all revolutions it also had tyrants and moments of savage cruelty. 

Thus lightly summarized was the first diplomatic negotiations which 
were realized in regard to the first independent government of the vice- 
royalty of Rio de la Plata. If it can not in justice be considered as 
having supreme and decisive importance, yet it ought not to be disre- 
garded to the point of making no mention of it at all, as has been 
done heretofore. 

Julian Maria Rubio y Esteban. 

8 This was a name applied to the Spaniards. 



